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The Samuel & Magdalena Miller family of Lancaster Co., PA, York Co., PA, 

Rockingham Co., VA, and Fairfield Co., OH - Part I 

 My direct ancestor and 7th great grandfather Samuel 

Miller owned property at the head of Cooks Creek, 

three miles West-Northwest of Harrisonburg in Rock-

ingham County,1 from approximately 1785 until his 

death early in 1788.2,3 His wife Magdalena may have 

never lived in Rockingham County at all, as she is not 

listed as a beneficiary of Samuelôs estate, so we are 

left to assume that she was deceased prior to 1788, and 

possibly even prior to 1785 when Samuel and his fam-

ily moved from Manchester Township in York 

County, Pennsylvania.  

 According to the Kenneth D. Miller book 

Barnard-Miller and Allied Families, the author 

recalls a 1927 visit to the Samuel Miller house, 

west of Harrisonburg, which is now the ñBy the 

Side of the Road Inn & Cottages,ò a bed and 

breakfast located at 491 Garbers Church Road 

in Harrisonburg. A picture of the house is con-

tained in Kenneth Millerôs book, the appearance of 

which confirms the connection to the present day es-

tablishment. The house and the cemetery where Samu-

el Miller is thought to have been buried are within 

view of each other. The cemetery contains grave mark-

ers for Samuelôs son Michael and Michaelôs wife Eliz-

abeth (Brenneman) Miller and is completely surround-

ed by a brick fence, itself surrounded by asphalt, all of 

which is located in the middle of a modern day subur-

ban neighborhood. 

Celebrity Descendants 

 This article will focus primarily on Samuelôs par-

ents and siblings, with further articles on his children, 

grandchildren, and successive generations to be pub-

lished at a later time. But before getting into the early 

history of the family, there are two celebrity descend-

ants that must be mentioned. First, Benjamin Russel 

Hanby, writer of the songs Darling Nelly Gray, Who is 

He in Yonder Stall, and the famous Christmas Song 

Up on the Housetop. Benjamin was a great-grandson 

of Samuel & Magdalena Miller. Benjaminôs father 

William Hanby, a saddler by trade, was instrumental 

in the underground railroad in central Ohio. Several 

books have been written about the Hanby family in-

cluding the historically accurate Choose You This Day 

by Dacia Custer Shoemaker, which outlines the lives 

of the Miller and Hanby families. Author Rosslyn El-

liott penned three titles, Fairer Than Morning, Sweeter 

Than Birdsong, and Lovelier Than Daylight, cumula-

tively referred to as The Saddlerôs Legacy. The books 

beautifully weave together fact and fiction as they 

trace the steps of the 

Hanby family in 19th 

century Pennsylvania and Ohio. Having read all of 

these books, my opinion is that they are a must read 

for anyone even remotely interested in the Hanby and/

or Miller families. 

 Another Miller family descendant-celebrity whose 

creations are also known throughout the world, is Mi-

chael Crichton, author of Twister, Jurassic Park, The 

Andromeda Strain, and creator of the acclaimed TV 

series ER. Michaelôs untimely death came on Novem-

ber 4, 2008. His mother, Zula (Miller) Crichton was a 

5th great-granddaughter of Samuel & Magdalena Mil-

ler, and she passed away March 2, 2011, in Connecti-

cut at the age of 91. Michael Crichton and I are 

See Samuel Miller Family on page 7 

By Jeffrey E. Mason 

 

Editorôs Note: The Miller family is a challenge to 

research with many family lines of both British and 

German descent representing varied religions. Mr. 

Masonôs extensive research is an inspiration to all 

who are curious about family and history. 

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ŀƳǳŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ мтум 



 

 

 Calendar Of Events 

Thursday, February 20, 7 pm: ñLearning English 

Through the Study of History,ò with Dr. Nuray 

Grove and Dr. Dan Roberts, Univ. of Richmond. 

Saturday, February 22, 10 am - 4 pm: Quilt Doc-

umentation & Discovery Day. Snow date: March 1 

Thursday, March 20, 7 pm: ñFor Dixie Children: 

Teaching Students What it Meant to be Confeder-

ate Americans,ò with Nathan Ryalls. 

Saturday, April 12, Dayton Redbud Spring Arts 

and Crafts Festival, 10 am - 4 pm with special 

activities at The Heritage Museum. 

Cromer-Trumbo House Tours 

Used Book Sale (please donate now!) 

 Antique Car Show 

Saturday, April 12, Brockôs Gap Heritage Day, 

10 am - 4 pm at Fulks Run Elementary School. 

Open to everyone with programs, photo displays, 

Turner Ham sandwiches, and great conversation. 

Thursday, April 17, 7 pm: ñLife on the Frontier,ò 

with Patrick Murphy. 

Thursday, May 15, 7 pm: ñThe Good Old Days: 

They Were Terrible!ò with Greg Owen.  

Saturday, May 31, Court & Market Days Festival 

in downtown Harrisonburg. Fun for the family with 

performances, childrenôs activities, artisan demon-

strations, and more! 
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The Heritage Museum Hours  
 

TuesdayñSaturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Seasonal Sundays 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Genealogy also on Mondays by appointment  
 

Office closed on Saturday and Sunday  
Telephone:  (540) 879-2616  

Email: heritage@heritagecenter.com  
www.heritagecenter.com  

www.HeritageMuseumStore.com  

Trustees 
 

Chairman:  Greg Owen 

Vice-Chairman:  Irvin Hess 

Secretary: Monica Frackelton 

Treasurer:  L.J. Purcell 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Resident Historian 

Dale MacAllister 
 

HRHS Staff 

Executive Director:  Penny Imeson 

Administrator:  Margaret Hotchner 

Archivist:  Laura Adams 

Staff: Amy Kiracofe, Juanita Wysong 

Museum Assistant:  Tom Knight 

 

2014 Newsletter Submission Deadlines  
 

 

 

 

 

 

All articles are subject to editing. Ideas for feature articles 

must be submitted in advance of the article. We reserve the 

right not to use unsolicited feature articles. Genealogical que-

ries welcome. 
 

Submissions can be emailed to  

director@heritagemuseum.com 

or mailed to HRHS 

P.O. Box 716 

Dayton VA 22821 

Spring April 25 

Summer July 25 

Fall October 24 

 

THE HERITAGE MUSEUM 
HARRISONBURG-ROCKINGHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Charlie Collette Wes Graves 

Michael Hill Nathan Miller 

Lew Taylor David Wood 

Paper or Digital?  

Digital editions reduce costs. 

[Ŝǘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ 
ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜϪƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜŎŜƴǘŜǊΦŎƻƳ 

Our Wish List  
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Notes from the Executive Director  

 Itôs interesting how the theme of 

a newsletter can create itself. In this 

issue you will find stories that relate 

to genealogy (no pun intended). We are fortunate to 

have several submissions from our own members in-

terested in sharing the research they have enjoyed. 

 Jeffrey E. Masonôs cover article is based on several 

decades of research, including visits to nine states, 

England, and innumerable historical societies, court 

houses, and cemeteries. We always appreciate docu-

mentation to supplement the family files in the Gene-

alogy Library. Miller family descendants will surely 

be interested and appreciative of the results of  Mr. 

Masonôs passion. 

 Genealogy is a popular interest today as evidenced 

by the popularity of the Ancestry.com and Family-

Search.org websites. Advertisements for these sites 

are everywhere, especially during the television show 

Who Do You Think You Are?, which traces the family 

lines of celebrities. If you enjoy pinning on Pinterest, 

you will find boards on the subject, including research 

tips, organization methods, and family tree jewelry 

designs. The passion for family search is definitely 

evident in the conversations between researchers. Ge-

nealogists are definitely dedicated, to put it lightly! 

 Online researching is convenient, but it does have 

its pitfalls because not everything you read on the in-

ternet is factual! Our challenge at The Heritage Muse-

um is to encourage researchers to make use of our ex-

tensive collection of resources. For years our astute 

volunteers have answered inquiries and expanded the 

databases (see block on page 5). The income from re-

search requests supports operations and programming 

at the Museum.  

 I have to admit that I have not yet begun my gene-

alogy research, but I do collect little snippets here and 

there. Itôs one of the perks of working at The Heritage 

Museum. While promoting the Museum and Library 

at Heritage Day in Winchester recently, I was inspired 

by a Genealogy 101 session, so my quest may soon 

begin. Perhaps you, too, will be inspired. 

  

 

 

 

Encouraging  
Genealogy  

There is a National Purple Heart Hall of Honor? 

To enroll a Purple Heart recipient go to 

www.thepurpleheart.com. Use the ñEnroll in Roll 

of Honor Databaseò link in the left sidebar to access 

a printable form or call 1-877-28HONOR. 

There is a World War II Memorial registry? 

To register a name, go to www.wwiimemorial.com. 

There is a ñWWII Registryò button on the left side 

menu. Follow the online instructions. To register a 

name via mail, call 1-800-639-4992 and a form will 

be sent to you with instructions. 

Both sites are free of charge and offer a great way 

to honor your loved ones. The sites also provide 

search functions to verify or locate a name in the 

registries. 

A love note from the gallery 

Happy Valentineôs Day! 

Celebrate romance 

with a visit to our 

display of beautiful 

Victorian Valentines 

from the Archives. 

Extravagant floral 

designs accompany 

sweet poems. The 

darling cards made 

by children of 

Wampler School near 

Timberville c.1900 

are a reminder that 

love is eternal.  
 

Through February. 

Did You Know . . . ? 

http://www.thepurpleheart.com
http://www.wwiimemorial.com
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Quilt Documentation & Discovery Day Coming! 

 ñWhen people bring their quilts to Documentation 

& Discovery Days, they arenôt  just looking at the fab-

ric,ò said quilt historian Neva Hart. ñWhat they see is 

the person who made the quilt. Those quilts are the 

memories of people our hearts hold dear,ò she ex-

plained. 

 On Saturday, February 22, 2014, Hart and other 

volunteers for the Virginia Consortium of Quilters 

will be documenting quilts at The Heritage Museum 

from 10 am to 4 pm. Everyone is invited to bring up 

to three undocumented quilts per person. Quilts will 

be measured, dated, patterns identified, and photo-

graphed. Information gathered will be added to a state

-wide data base available for research and education 

about Virginiaôs quilts. The 

data will be archived at the 

Virginia Quilt Museum in 

Harrisonburg. Researchers are 

especially looking for quilts 

made in the state prior to the 

year 2000.  

 ñAnd a few discoveries 

may be made,ò said Hart with 

a smile. ñMaybe the quilt was 

NOT made during the Civil 

War!ò This is a continuation 

of a previous survey done in 

the late 1980s. Information 

about quilts, their makers, and 

the culture of the areas where 

they were made was gathered from the first survey. 

That effort resulted in a book, Quilts of Virginia 1607-

1899, published in 2006. Quilts from The Heritage 

Museum collection are featured in the book. Hart not-

ed that the original project was conducted more than 

25 years ago. ñNow we are looking for quilts missed 

in the original survey and quilts made in the 20th cen-

tury.ò 

 Quilt historians across the country have conducted 

similar documentations. From the background of the 

quilt makers, researchers have learned about regional 

customs, trade and marketing of goods, preferences 

for patterns, and even how quilts were used to make 

political statements. Hart said that quilts are material 

evidence of peopleôs lives and how they lived. ñIn the 

20th century, America participated in five major wars. 

Availability of fabrics and time influenced quilt mak-

ing. We want to record this evidence before itôs gone 

to auction or moved out of state.ò 

 Everyone is encouraged to collect quilts from beds,  

closets, trunks, and attics to support this important 

statewide preservation project. Call your friends and 

family to join you and help The Heritage Museum set 

a record number of documentations on the day: Satur-

day, February 22 (Snow date: Saturday, March 1). 

"BY THOSE OUR HEARTS HOLD DEAR" 

Quilts Document Regional History & Culture 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for QUILT DAY! 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP! 
 

Quilting Experience is NOT Required 
 

Volunteers work in 2-3 hour shifts in several task areas. Train-

ing is available on the day, February 22, 10-4. 

1) welcome, hand out form, explain process 

2) hang quilt on rack, photograph quilt, return quilt to owner 

3) measure quilts, identify patterns, confirm dates 

4) collect forms and money for requested copies 
 

Letôs set a documentation day record! 

For more information, 

contact Neva Hart, 

540-427-0184 or 

nevahart@verizon.net 

mailto:nevahart@verizon.net
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I Wonder Who Made That? 

 I love learning about the early craftsmen and 

tradesmen of the Shenandoah Valley. When I started 

to explore the early records of the Valley Freedmen, 

I soon discovered not just dozens but hundreds of 

tradesmen. For example, with a quick glance at the 

ñRockingham County Register of Free Negroes; 

1807-1859,ò (Library of Virginia microfilm no. 676) 

in 1820, we find Ezekiel Lewis, 22, learning tanning 

and Dennis Newman, 25, is described as ña Black 

Smith by Trade.ò 

 I found 108 Shenandoah Valley Freedmen with 

trades listed in the 1850 Federal census. There were 

blacksmiths, wagon makers, stone masons, shoe 

makers, cake makers, coopers, and more. Jerry Hol-

ly is one of six men from Rockingham County. He 

was a tanner and his Value of Real Estate Owned is 

listed as $300.00. In Harrisonburg there are eight 

men listed in the census, including William Peters, 

whose father Joshua started the family saddlery 

business in the early 1800s. In the 1850s William 

Peters owned real estate valued at $2,000.00 and 

employed several men. The saddlery business con-

tinued in Harrisonburg until after the Civil War. At 

the same time in Harrisonburg are James Hiteð

blacksmith; Jeremiah Gibsonðwagon maker; John 

Jonesðcake baker and William Strotherðwell dig-

ger, all with real estate values of between $200.00 

and $500.00. 

 As I look ahead through the 1860s census and 

beyond, I see more tradesmen and additional skills, 

plus women working as seamstresses, nurses, and 

laundresses. I see some of the early families moving 

away or separating following the death of the head 

of the household, but some tradesmen stayed in 

Rockingham County and Harrisonburg through and 

after the Civil War. Their descendants are still living 

and working here, making these families some of 

the oldest in the area. 

 Now I am curious to know if that wagon wheel I 

have leaning against that tree came from the Gibson 

shop or if that old saddle I saw at auction was out of 

the Peters Saddlery shop? Iôll probably never know, 

but it sure is fun to think about! 

By Robin Lyttle, Shenandoah Valley Black Heritage Project 

founder and website editor. 

New Research Resources! 
 
The Heritage Museum Genealogy Library computer now 
offers a huge new digital newspaper collection. Editions 
from seventeen newspapers provide over 500,000 pages!  
The earliest date to the early 1820s.  
  
The Library databases have long offered a surname 
search feature. Now place names are also searchable, 
both in the Library and online. 
 
While online, enjoy the history of the Electric Map too: 
HeritageCenter.comðMuseum tabðElectric Map in 
dropdownðòHow the Map Was Builtò in right sidebar. 

Shenandoah Valley  

Black Heritage Project  

Research Opportunities 
 The mission of the Shenandoah Valley Black 

Heritage Project is to share, centralize, and expand 

the resources on the history and heritage of the 

Freedmen and following generations of Black fami-

lies of the Shenandoah Valley through its website, 

meetings, and programs. Plans for the future include 

a Shenandoah Valley Black Heritage Center. 

 The Shenandoah Valley Black Heritage Project 

website http://www.valleyblackheritage.org is up-

dated monthly with the Projectôs latest research and 

links to many resources. Ancestry.com, fold3.com, 

and the DNR online archives are available for public 

use every second Wednesday of the month from 

2:00 pm-7:00 pm in the computer room at the Lucy 

F. Simms Continuing Education Center in Harrison-

burg. The SVBHP also has a growing library on lo-

cal black history as well as photo displays. 

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ {ƘŜƴŀƴŘƻŀƘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ .ƭŀŎƪ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

http://www.valleyblackheritage.org
http://Ancestry.com
http://fold3.com
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Notes from the Bookstore  

Your purchases support HRHS!  heritagemuseumstore.com  Please note: not all gift shop items are available online. Thˉʹʔ y˛ʢ! 

Bloody Autumn: 
The Shenandoah Valley 

Campaign of 1864 
 

by Daniel T. Davis and 

Philip S. Greenwalt 
 

A thorough look at the 

campaign that ultimately 

determined the balance of 

power across the Eastern 

Theater. 
 

$12.95 softcover 

1864: 
The Valley Aflame 

 

Winner of 2 Virginia 

Press Association 

Awards. With articles, 

photos, and maps. A 

Sesquicentennial keep-

sake plus 100% of pro-

ceeds support Museum 

programming!  
 

$12.95 softcover 

Harrisonburg and Rockingham, 

Through The Daily News-Record Lens 
The DN-R newspaper has captured history 

for 100 years. The commemorative book 

is a  photographic journey, with many   

images from the Museum Archives! 

 

$39.95 hardcover 

The James Turner 

III and Margaret 

Fulk Turner Family 
 

by Lois May Rhodes and 

Pat Turner Ritchie 
 

An update and revision of 

Goldie Turner Mayôs 

1977 volumeðwith an 

additional 500+ pages! 
 

$40 hardcover 

Januaryôs program on ñThe Legacy of Elder 

John Klineò reminded us of less-remembered 

yet powerful events of the Civil Warðthe trials 

of the Brethren and Mennonite members of our 

community. 
 

The Olive Branch 
by S.F. Sanger and D. Hays 

 

A testament to the moral courage of peaceful 

people and a witness of Elder John Kline. 

 

$12.95 paperback 

Sales of The Olive Branch support historic preservation at The Heritage Museum and the 

John Kline Homestead (JohnKlineHomestead.com). 


