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From the Back Porch to the Dining Room 

 The 2014 Annual Banquet featured Jeff Evans of 

Jeffrey S. Evans & Associates speaking on the topic 

ñSafes of the Valley: Not Just for Pies.ò His interest-

ing talk was well illustrated with many slides accumu-

lated over the past three years as Evans and fellow re-

searcher Kurt C. Russ worked on the Virginia Safe 

Project. This study concentrat-

ed on Shenandoah Valley 

punched-tin paneled furniture 

produced from northern Freder-

ick County up to southern Bo-

tetourt. The fruits of their labor 

are now on display in a major 

exhibit at the Museum of the 

Shenandoah Valley in Win-

chester. The exhibit includes 

over 40 food safes and related 

items and will be open through 

March 2015. 

     The Dictionary of American 

Regional English defines this 

type of food safe as a ñusually 

free-standing cabinet or cup-

board, especially one of which 

all or part is ventilated with 

screen wire or perforated sheet 

metal for the storage of food 

stuffs, frequently in combina-

tions pie safe, kitchen safe.ò 

     Jeffôs talk revealed many 

interesting facts, and some mis-

conceptions, about the pieces many people call ñpie 

safes.ò It turns out the pie safe name is a 20th century 

term for the utilitarian pieces of furniture that were 

originally known simply as safes. They stored all man-

ner of objects, not only pies, although the punched tins 

in a myriad of designs were always used to provide 

ventilation for the contents. Pies fresh from the oven 

could be placed within and kept safe from flies while 

the punched tins allowed them to cool quickly. 

     Other regional names for similar cupboards were 

pie cabinet and pie cupboard. They could hold other 

baked goods such as cakes and breads or even jellies 

and jams. For ideal use, they should not be placed near 

excessive heat such as near a cook stove. For this rea-

son, some families kept their 

safe on the back porch. 

     It is also evident, Evans 

said, that conditions in the cen-

tral Shenandoah Valley pro-

duced a perfect storm situation 

for needing this type of cabinet. 

Valley families tended to be 

large and mainly agrarian. 

They used few slaves and ac-

complished their farming with 

the help of their children. Be-

cause of the large families, they 

needed cabinets to store the 

sizable amounts of food neces-

sary to feed the hungry farm 

workers. There were also cabi-

net makers in most communi-

ties who could make needed 

furniture for the locals, includ-

ing coffins as well as safes. 

Safe Designs 

     The early tin panels were 

available from England in 

standard 10 by 13 inch sizes. 

The punched tins allowed for ventilation while keep-

ing out vermin. Actually, as with tin cans, the metal 

panels were thin sheet steel not tin. But they may have 

had a coating of tin applied to the steel to prevent 

them from rusting. Pure tin is a soft metal, too easily 
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 Calendar of Events 

Thursday, Nov 6th, Veteranôs Day Program, 7 

pm with Major General Jerry Curry (Ret.) 

Tuesday, Dec 9th, 11:30 am, Volunteer Luncheon 

Saturday, Dec 13th, 10 am - 5 pm, Open House at 

The Heritage Museum with Shenandoah Valley 

Railroad Club train models, childrenôs activities, 

refreshments, wine tasting, and specials in the Book 

Store and Gift Shop. Call for schedule of events. 

Thursday, Jan 15th, 7 pm: The Good Old Days: 

They Were Terrible! Part II with Greg Owen. 

Thursday, Feb 19th, The Story of the 1951 

R. R. Moton Student Walk-Out with Beau Dick-

enson, Social Studies Coordinator, Rockingham 

County Public Schools. 

Thursday, Mar 19th, To Be Confirmed.  

Thursday, Apr 16th, 7 pm, Philip Baker, the 

Brocks Gap Cabinet Maker with Jeff Evans, Auc-

tioneer & Specialist, Jeffrey S. Evans & Associates. 

Saturday, Apr 25th, 25th Annual Brockôs Gap 

Heritage Day, Fulks Run Elementary School. 

Thursday, May 21st, Weaving the Fabric of a 

New Nation with Nancy Sorrells, Author, Historian 

and Immediate Past President of the Augusta Coun-

ty Historical Society. 

 

Donations are encouraged to help keep events free. 

Do you have a program suggestion? Please let us know! 

The Heritage Museum Hours  
 

MondayñSaturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Now closed on Sundays until April  
Office closed on Saturday and Sunday  

 

Telephone:  (540) 879-2616  
Email: heritage@heritagecenter.com  
www.ValleyHeritageMuseum.org  
www.HeritageMuseumStore.com  

Trustees 
 

Chairman:  Greg Owen 

Vice-Chairman:  Irvin Hess 

Secretary: Monica Frackelton 

Treasurer:  L.J. Purcell 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Resident Historian 

Dale MacAllister 
 

HRHS Staff 

Executive Director:  Penny Imeson 

Administrator:  Margaret Hotchner 

Archivist:  Roberta Wright 

Staff:  Amy Kiracofe, Juanita Wysong 

Museum Assistant:  Tom Knight 

 

Newsletter Submission Deadlines  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All articles are subject to editing. Ideas for feature articles 

must be submitted in advance of the article. We reserve the 

right not to use unsolicited feature articles. Genealogical que-

ries welcome. 
 

Submissions may be emailed to  

director@heritagemuseum.com 

or mailed to HRHS, P.O. Box 716, Dayton VA 22821 

Winter January 23, 2015 

Spring April 24, 2015 

Summer July 24, 2015 

Fall October 23, 2015 
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Paper or Digital?  

Digital editions reduce costs. 
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Notes from the Executive Director  

 On Wednesday, July 31, 2013, the Harrisonburg-

Rockingham Historical Society transferred ownership 

of a rare naval flag captured from the Confederate 

gunboat, CSS Hampton, to the United States Naval 

History and Heritage Command (NHHC). This fall 

The Heritage Museum received an update from the 

NHHC at the Hampton Roads Naval Museum. 

 The flag, c. 1862, is of wool and cotton bunting 

with a grey/green wool gauze field, red wool gauze 

canton with blue cotton gauze ñXò with ten applique 

stars in white plain weave cotton. The flag is in ñfairò 

condition due to dessication and numerous losses to 

the field, canton, stripes, and applique stars. 

 The flag will undergo a treatment process for the 

purpose of preservation which includes: 1) underline 

ground fabrics to stabilize loss of structural integrity, 

2) sew to a custom made mount in preparation for ar-

chival framing, and 3) frame to archival specifications. 

 The treatment process will conclude in the next 

several months. The Hampton Roads Naval Museum 

is planning a celebratory event in April 2015, with a 

featured speaker in addition to the flag unveiling. All 

HRHS members will be invited to attend. Road trip 

anyone? 

Confederate Flag Update 
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Speakers Bureau: Do you belong to a local club or organization? Executive Director Penny Imeson will be 

delighted to speak to your group about the many programs, activities, and resources available at The 

Heritage Museum. Your program coordinator will appreciate the suggestion! Call the office to request 

more information or to schedule a date.  

Did you know? 

Funding general operations and programming at 

The Heritage Museum requires $200,000 each year. 

As the season of giving draws near, please keep the 

Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical 

Society on your gift list. Your donation 

is 100% tax deductible. It will also make 

us smile, which will make you smileð  

and smiling is healthy exercise!  

If you are unable to give financial sup-

port now, donôt forget planned gifts. Your legacy 

will continue for future generations. 

 Itôs a challenge to select one Volunteer of the Year 

(see page 8) when there are so many knowledgeable and 

loyal volunteers working day after day, month after 

month, and year after year to support The Heritage Mu-

seum. We celebrate our volunteers at a special luncheon 

in December, but the incredible work of the Collections 

Committee deserves a ñfor the recordò recognition right 

now. This faithful crew, in consultation with archivists, 

has assessed decades of donations and identified over 

100 collections in the Archives. The transformation to 

the storage room over the past several years is amazing! 

The next step is to research the identified collections and 

create finding aids so that the contents are accessible to 

the public. With applause and appreciation, 

Very Valuable Volunteers 

Give a Gift to History! 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 
#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 
ÈÁÒÄ ÁÔ ×ÏÒËȢ 
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bent to use in the safes. 

     Most perforations in the tins are punched toward 

the interior, but some have been observed with the 

rough metal pushed outward toward the exterior. A 

local tinsmith, or perhaps the safe maker himself, 

punched the tins. The tiny, punched perforations 

served a utilitarian function, as mentioned, but they 

also added a decorative, folk art element to the furni-

ture. The most common artistic designs include stars 

and other geometric patterns. Fancier designs may 

have included a fylfot cross, tulips, sheaves of wheat, 

an urn, a flower pot with flowers, or even a spread-

wing eagle. The most unusual patterns were profiles of 

famous Americans such as George Washington and 

Andrew Jackson. 

     The safe photos with the talk illustrated the many 

variations. Some safes had solid sides with tins in the 

doors only. Other safes had tins in the sides and the 

doors. Some had two drawers in the bottom while oth-

ers had drawers at the top. One of the safe photos Ev-

ans used had drawers at the top, but the safe was mas-

sive and so tall one could not see into the drawers 

while standing in front of it. The door frames on some 

safes were held together with pegged joints. Drawers 

were often assembled with some type of dovetail joint 

at the corners. Others had a splash board on top at the 

back to prevent items from falling behind and add a 

decorative element. 

     The legs also displayed various styles. Some were 

turned on a lathe. Others were tapered or straight or 

bracket, short or tall. Evans revealed that some people 

set the four legs into small containers filled with tur-

pentine or something similar to keep small ants from 

crawling up the legs, squeezing through the perfora-

tions, and feasting on the goodies stored within. 

     Evans explained that using punched tins as the ven-

tilation panels is an American innovation. European 

food cabinets were typically ventilated by using 

spaced wooden slats, wire, or loosely-woven linen to 

allow air into the interior. 

The Sideboard Safe 

     The safe style that seems to have been made exclu-

sively in the central Shenandoah Valley and primarily 

Rockingham County is the sideboard safe. It is made 

for the dining room to store the dinnerware, table lin-

ens, and other accessories used in the dining area. As 

such, it is the most formal of the safes, both in its de-

sign and use. The sideboard safe is essentially two 

safes side by side in width and about chest high suita-

ble for serving dishes. 

The Safe in our Cromer-Trumbo House 

     The Cromer-Trumbo house museum, on the corner 

of our grounds, has an excellent safe, with original 

finish and green paint on the tins, in the log kitchen. 

Its tins display well-executed fylfot crosses, a design 

some have incorrectly called a swastika. This safe was 

part of the Mary Spitzer Etter household that she be-

Safes of the Valley 
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queathed to the Historical Society. The safe had de-

scended to Mrs. Etter through her Andes family line. 

The maker of this safe was Eli Andes (1815-1874) 

who lived in western Rockingham County. Census 

records list him as a farmer, but he was certainly a 

master cabinet maker during the colder months of the 

year when farming was less demanding. Andes is bur-

ied in Greenmount Church of the Brethren Cemetery 

near his farm. 

     In addition to safes, local households also favored 

chests and bureaus made by the same cabinet makers. 

If the safe was originally painted with milk paint, or 

other paints, retaining the original finish is most desir-

able, even if it is degraded and partially missing. Strip-

ping the finish greatly lessens the value since most 

collectors desire them to have the original paint intact. 

Jeff Evans added that safes made of pine or poplar 

were usually painted, while walnut safes were often 

unpainted but covered with a protective finish such as 

varnish. Having the original hardware, hinges, and 

door latch adds to the value. 

     Jeff explained that limited records exist for cabinet 

makers who made safes. Another known maker is 

Philip Baker (1859-1935) from the Brocks Gap area. 

Former Historical Society president Pat Turner Ritchie 

has been helping gather information about Baker and 

his work. Evans and Russ are authoring a book about 

safes and an entire chapter will be devoted to Baker. 

The book will be available in early 2015.  

     One safe maker the writer is aware of was John 

Funk (1822-1914) of Singers Glen, son of Joseph 

Funk, the village founder. John was well known as a 

finish carpenter. His daybook lists pieces of furniture, 

including tables, wash stands, dry sinks, and bed-

steads, which he made for family members and neigh-

bors. He also made various pieces of furniture for his 

fatherôs print shop. An entry in John Funkôs daybook 

for December 1848 is given as ñJos. Funk   to a safe   

$8.00.ò This would be equivalent to charging about 

$245 for the safe todayðwhat a bargain! 
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The Heritage Museum encourages students in grades 6-8 (public, private, and homeschool) to explore local 

history and submit an essay for judging by February 14, 2015. Winners will be announced by March 15, 2015 

with prizes awarded: 1st place $75, 2nd place $50, 3rd place $25. Winning essays will be printed in The Herit-

age Museum Newsletter. Essay topics required to date prior to 1965 and must pertain to an aspect of life in the 

Harrisonburg-Rockingham community.  

Questions? Call 540 879 2616 or click www.ValleyHeritageMuseum.org/history-essay-contest 
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 Adam Wise Kersh was born on November 16, 1828, in Wise Hollow, near 

Centreville, on the Augusta-Rockingham County border in the Shenandoah Val-

ley. He served as a Private in Company F of the 52nd Virginia Infantry from July 

1861 until May of 1865. Before the war, Adam had become a member of St. 

Michaelôs Church and made his living as a cabinet and furniture maker. He also 

made violins. His woodworking shop was located on a farm near Mount Craw-

ford, where he lived the remainder of his life with his brother George, until his 

death on March 22, 1905. He is buried in St. Michaelôs Church cemetery. 

 Adam enlisted in Staunton at the age of 33. Throughout his early military service, he tried to find a paid substitute but 

failed to do so. He was wounded in action in May of 1864, at which time he went AWOL and returned home for several 

months, hiding in his attic whenever someone approached. He returned to his Company without punishment and was 

eventually paroled in Staunton at the end of the war. His Civil War letters comprise a collection that is available on the 

ñValley of the Shadowò website. Most of his letters were to his brother George. 

Port Royal, Caroline County, VA 

January 1st, 1863 

Dear Brother 

I again take the opportunity to write you a few lines. I received a letter dated 22nd November on the 8th of De-

cember directed Co G instead of F stating that you had got a substitute for me and did not get him on account of 

him not stating his age correctly and answered it right off. I donôt know if you got it or not. I also received the 

one you wrote on the 7th of December on the 28th it being 21 days else I would have wrote sooner. D A Plecker 

arrived at our camp about the 18th December and I got my cloths all right. He said that Harris had gone to Rich-

mond to try for a substitute for me and that he had been bothered very much this trip on account of us being he 

had sold out before he got to usé..  

We can make out pretty well this winter I think now. We had pretty weather ever since the fight a day or two. The 

weather is not as cold here as it is in old Augusta. We got in the fight on the 13th December . . . Our Brigade es-

caped pretty well. It was about 80 killed and wounded in our Brigade. We had eight wounded in our regiment, 

amongst them was Captain Dabney. He has died since of his wound. He was shot through the hip with grape 

shot. Our Captain had his coat tail torn also with a grape shot. None of our Co. was hurt in the fight. But in a 

day or two after the fight in coming off picket one of our company was shot in the arm by the name of Mayfield. 

I was on scout Christmas. Eleven of us had orders to scout around the neighborhood to take up stragglers that 

were loitering without proper authority. We had fine times. We got gingerbread and turnips, we are enjoying 

ourselves pretty well today. New Year it is a pretty day here. We have still some gingerbread to eat but we have 

to buy it. As I have no news of importance and you have received the news of the fight I will close. This leaves 

me well and I hope you are all enjoying good health. 

Yours Respectfully, AW Kersh 

 In L. B. Taylorôs book, The Ghosts of Virginia, Volume II, he relates a story told him by Andy McCaskey of Weyers 

Cave about old óUncle Ad.ô ñAdam Kersh was a cabinet maker of marked ability, who was also a gifted musician of 

some local renown. He enjoyed his work and relaxed from his labors with his hobby of playing the fiddle. Apparently, 

says Andy and others, Adam ñisnôt always content to stay in his grave.ò ñHeôs what I call a cheerful ghost, a happy 

ghost.ò ñThis seems to disappoint some people because they believe all ghosts should be solemn and somber.ò 

 The late wood sculptor and local historian John Heatwole was once quoted in the Harrisonburg Daily News-Record as 

recalling ñtwo elderly men who pointed to the graveyard (of Adam Kersh) near their home and said matter-of-factly that 

Uncle Ad had been sighted more than once, usually on those starry nights when thereôs just a hint of a breeze in the top 

of the trees. ñHe just sits on his tombstone and plays a tune,ò the two men said. ñThey tell me,ò Andy says, ñit sounds 

forth as a toe-tapping melody, a bright tune for those who have a happy heart; a sad dirge for those of dour disposition.ò 
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Photo courtesy 

of Bridgewater 

College Special 

Collections. 

Ghost Story 

By Rosemarie Palmer 

tel:540.828.8018
mailto:sgardner@bridgewater.edu
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  What began as an overcast morning gradually 

turned into a sunny, mild autumn day as descendants, 

historians, members, and visitors commemorated the 

150th anniversary of Lt. John Rodgers Meigsô death 

during ñThe Burningò of the Shenandoah Valley.   

Remembrance and Reconciliation 

 The day began with a tour led by Dr. Irvin Hess for 

descendants of the Meigs and Shaver families. He ex-

plained the story behind the preservation of the Meigs 

historic site Ƅ part of historic Swift Run Gap Road Ƅ 

as well as the gun fight that led to Meigsô death. Con-

federate scout Benjamin Franklin Shaver killed Meigs 

which led General Philip H. Sheridan to order the total 

destruction of the area, including Dayton. 

 Louisa Alger Watrous, a Meigs descendant, re-

marked on her familyôs discovery of the site in the 

1970s and shared photos from that visit. Her pride res-

onated with the presentation of a heart-shaped Wreath 

of Remembrance. Its elements included rosemary for 

remembrance, lavender for peace, ivy for faithfulness, 

and poppy for sacrifice, among others. 

 Alan Kaylor Kline, a Shaver descendant, spoke 

about the joy of bringing the families of Meigs and 

Shaver together to show how people can reconcile 

their differences. He also sought to have the attendees 

remember the sacrifice young men made during the 

Civil War and what the cost of freedom truly means.  

Dayton Proclaims Thomas F. Wildes Day 

 The festivities continued on Mill and Main streets 

with a ceremony honoring Lt. Col. Thomas F. Wildesô 

successful efforts to convince Sheridan to spare the 

town of Dayton from destruction. Remarks were made 

by HRHS Trustee Chairman Greg Owen, and retired 

Dayton Church of the Brethren pastor James Flora of-

fered the invocation. Dayton Mayor Charles T. Long 

read the proclamation passed by the Dayton Town 

Council signifying October 3rd of every year to be 

Colonel Thomas F. Wildes Day. Another wreath by 

Ms. Watrous, including bittersweet from Ohio, was 

laid at the Wildesô marker. Wildes was a member of 

the 116th Ohio, and the marker is a rare southern trib-

ute to a Yankee soldier.  

New Exhibit Opens 

 During the exhibit opening for The Burning of the 

Breadbasket, The Heritage Museum welcomed guests 

with music by the Shenandoah Valley Minstrels and 

festive catering by Joy Strickland. Then it was stand-

ing room only for Dr. Hessôs lecture on the many sto-

ries of tragedy, compassion, and vengeance during 

The Burning. The tales of local lore and historical fact 

that were accompanied by numerous images of citi-

zens, homes, maps, and more. 

By Tess Evans 
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